Guidelines for Book Reviewers
Thank you for considering the request to write a review for Zygon: Journal of Religion and
Science, a quarterly peer-reviewed journal that includes 1,000 pages per volume and is present in
more than 10,000 libraries around the world. If you would like to become more familiar with the
Zygon Journal before writing for our readers, please visit our website zygonjournal.org or
browse the most recent March issue which is offered free-of-charge every year via the following
link: http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/zygo.2017.52.issue-1/issuetoc
Copyright. It is the policy of the Zygon Journal to obtain the copyright to your review when it is
published, and you will need to sign a licensing agreement to assign copyright. Prior or
simultaneous posting of material on the internet automatically disqualifies the material for
publication in Zygon. Zygon also allows for Open Access; this involves a substantial fee for the
author or the author’s institution. When filling out your copyright form, you’ll have the option to
choose this (‘gold’) Open Access option. The regular contract, without the additional fee, allows
authors to make the submitted version available online on a personal or institutional website,
provided a proper reference and link to the published version is made (‘Green’ Open Access).

Process of Submission. All reviews should be submitted to our electronic editorial office,
Manuscript Central’s ScholarOne system, via this link: http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/zygon.
The system will prompt you to provide the required information and, following acceptance of
your review by the Book Review Editor, will provide a link to the licensing agreement.
Length. We publish reviews of varying lengths, many in the 300-500 word range, and none
more than 1,300 words. Please follow the guidance provided by the Book Review Editor
regarding the particular book you are reviewing.
Content. It is essential that both the book and the review address Zygon’s interdisciplinary
audience and religion-and-science concerns. Please keep the following in mind:
1.

We would like you, if possible, to state the relevance of the book for Zygon’s aims: to
explore scientific grounds for understanding the origins of values and religion, and their
functioning in the lives of individuals and in societies; to examine critically the theory and
practice of the many manifestations of religion in light of the best contemporary scientific
knowledge about human nature, society, and the world; and to reformulate insights from
the world’s religious and philosophical traditions about what is of essential value and
ultimate meaning for human living in a manner that is credible in a scientific age. Even if
this relevance is only implicit in the book, we would like you to draw it out.
2. Zygon Journal’s readership includes physical, biological, and psycho-social scientists;
scholars of religion; philosophers; theologians; and practitioners of various faiths.
Because a specialist in one field is usually not a specialist in another discipline, your
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review should translate technical language into plain English and should not assume a
background of highly specialized knowledge.
3. We like reviews to include a brief exposition of the contents of the book: chapter titles,
subjects covered, etc. A word about the author’s background and current position is fairly
standard. In addition, a brief statement about the technical level of the book would be
helpful to potential readers.
Style. Please include the following information with your review:
1. Begin by giving the full title of the book, including the subtitle; full name of author(s),
editor(s), and/or translator(s) as given in the book; facts of publication, including
publisher’s name, location (only the city listed first needs to be included), and publication
date; number of pages in the book, including any roman numbered front matter; and the
price of the book in both hardcover and paperback if applicable. Please use the prices
listed on the publisher’s website, not the price provided by amazon.com, and indicate
(hardcover) or (softcover) following each price.
2. At the end of your review, please provide your name, professional title, institutional
affiliation, location of your institution, and your email address.
3. We use the American, not the British, style for spelling and quotation marks.
4. Be sure to include page numbers for any quotations you include, and cite them
parenthetically within the text.
5. When citing other works, please include complete information regarding author, title, and
facts of publication parenthetically in the body of the review. Although we occasionally
make exceptions, we strongly prefer that reviews not have endnotes or reference lists.
Questions? Feel free to contact Mladen Turk, Book Review Editor, at turkm@elmhurst.edu or
Deb Van Der Molen, Assistant Editor, at Zygon@lstc.edu.
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