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My career focus mostly has been on the ritual process, a cultural
phenomenon, more than on brain neuroanatomy and neurophy-
siology. But I am at least half convinced that there can be genuine
dialogue between neurology and culturology, since both take into
account the capacity of the upper brain for adaptability, resilience,
learning, and symbolizing, in ways perhaps neglected by the
ethologists pur sang, who seem to stop short in their thinking about
ritualization at the more obviously genetically programmed be-
haviors of the lower brain. It is to the dialectic, and even contradic-
tion at times, between the various semiautonomous systems of the
developed and archaic structures of innervation, particularly those
of the human brain, that we should look for the formulation of
testable hypotheses about the ritual process and its role as perform-
ing noetic functions in ways peculiar to itself, as a sui generis mode
of knowing.
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