
Announcements

IRAS

The Institute on Religion in an Age of Science

Purpose—IRAS (www.iras.org) is an independent society of scientists, philoso-
phers, religion scholars, theologians, and others who want to understand the role
of religion in our dynamic scientific world.

Activities—Each year IRAS organizes a week-long conference. Topics are selected
to be relevant to current scientific thinking and to fundamental religious questions.
(IRAS members pay a reduced rate for conference registration.)

IRAS organizes events at the annual meetings of the American Academy of Religion
(AAR) and the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS).
IRAS has sponsored more than two hundred fifty meetings at universities, colleges,
and theological schools.

IRAS members may also join the lively online discussion group, and thus learn
about new developments and publications, express their views and become familiar
with those of others.

Publications—Zygon: Journal of Religion and Science and IRAS Newsletter. IRAS
members receive subscriptions to these publications free of additional charge.

Special Relationships—Affiliated Society, American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science (AAAS); Member, Council of Societies for the Study of Religion
(CSSR).

Membership Dues

Membership is very attractive for those interested in Zygon: Journal of Religion
and Science. The membership fee for IRAS for individual members, including
Zygon, online and print, is lower than the US rate for an individual subscription
to Zygon! An even lower rate is available for those who prefer to have Zygon
online only! And new members receive an additional discount in their first year
of membership! There is also a discount for student members! For full details, see
www.iras.org/membership.html.

Invitation to Join—You are most welcome to join IRAS, the Institute on Religion
in an Age of Science. For further information and an application write to:

Dan Solomon
6434 North Mozart Street

Chicago, IL 60645
USA

dan.solomon@comcast.net
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CALL FOR PAPERS “UNSETTLING
SCIENCE AND RELIGION:
CONTRIBUTIONS AND QUESTIONS
FROM QUEER STUDIES”
IRAS, August 8–15, 2015, Star Island, NH

Queer studies, the critical philosophical approach initiated by Michel Foucault
and taken up by a number of contemporary thinkers, builds upon research in the
biological sciences to challenge the assumptions of heterosexuality, monogamy,
gender, and sexual dimorphism as not founded in “naturally occurring” categories
but instead as cultural constructs, created through time, traditions, politics, and
power dynamics. At its most basic level, it suggests that reality is more complex
and far stranger than any thought, idea, system, or belief can capture. It aims at
continuing conversations and explorations of the world in which we live, rather
than arriving at any final conclusions.

The aim of the 2015 IRAS conference is to borrow the techniques and challenges
from within queer studies and queer theory, with the goal of unsettling—or
“queering”—our own discipline(s). To this end, we call for papers and posters on
topics at the intersection of religion, science, and queer theory. This might include
ways to challenge the boundaries within and between religion and science, and
or between and within the academy, as well as the boundaries of the sacred and
secular, of reason and faith. Ultimately, we want to ask how queer religion, science
and philosophy, can and/or should be.

Paper proposals of no more than 250 words, or poster proposals of no more
than 100 words, should be sent by email to Pauline Candaux by February 1,
2015: pcandaux@gmail.com. We will have a certain amount of full and partial
scholarships for the top papers.

More information about the 2015 conference can be found at: http://www.
iras.org/.

Confirmed keynote speakers include: Carol Wayne White, Karen Barad, Fern
Feldman, Catherine Keller, Laurel Schneider, Emilie Townes, Whitney Bauman,
Lisa Stenmark, and Chapel Coordinator Donna Schaper.
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