Zygon’

Journal of
RELIGION & SCIENCE

DECEMBER 2018
VOLUME 53 NUMBER 4



Journal of
RELIGION AND SCIENCE

Zygon’

Founding Editor: RapH WeNDELL BURHOE (1911-1997)

Editor: WiLem B. Drets, Tilburg Univ., The Netherlands
Incoming Editor: ArtHUR C. Petersen, University College London, UK
Book Review Editor: Muapen Turk, Elmhurst College, USA

Assistant Editor: Desra HOSTETLER VAN DER MOLEN
Editorial Assistant and Web Site Editor: Davio MarRk GLOVER

Joint Publication Board, appointed by IRAS (www.iras.org), the Institute on Religion in an
Age of Science (1954), and by CASIRAS (wwuw.casiras.org), the Center for Advanced Study in
Religion and Science (1972), which also supports the Zygon Center (www.zygoncenter.org):

SoLomoN H. Karz, Prof. of Anthropology, Univ. of Pennsylvania (co-chair), USA

EpwiN C. LaureNsoN, Lawyer, McDermott Will & Emery LLP, New York, USA

KarL Peters, Prof. Emeritus of Philosophy and Religion, Rollins College (co-chair, development), USA
MicHagL Rusg, Lucyle T. Werkmeister Prof. of Philosophy, Florida State Univ., USA

JoHN A. Teske, Prof. of Psychology, Elizabethtown College, USA

Gavie E. WoLoscHak, Prof. of Radiology and Cell and Molecular Biology, Northwestern Univ., USA

Editorial Advisory Board:

Francisco J. Avata, Donald Bren Professor of Biological Sciences, Univ. of California Irvine, USA

ZAINAL ABIDIN BAGIR, Center for Religious and Cross-Cultural Studies, Gadjah Mada University, Indonesia
ANINDITA N. BALsLev, Philosophy & Forum, ‘Cross Cultural Conversation’, India and Denmark

JosepH ButuLia, Evolutionary/Longitudinal Study of Religion, Victoria Univ., New Zealand

RonaLb Cote-TURNER, H. Parker Sharp Chair of Theology and Ethics, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, USA
MiHALY CsikszentmiHALY, Davidson Prof. of Psychology, Claremont Graduate Univ., USA

TerreNce DeacoN, Prof. of Biological Anthropology and Linguistics, Univ. of California Berkeley, USA

Ceuia DeaNe-DrRUMMOND, Prof. of Theology, University of Notre Dame, USA

Georat ELs, Prof. of Applied Mathematics, Univ. of Cape Town, South Africa

DRk Evers, Prof. of Systematic Theology, Martin-Luther-University Halle-Wittenberg, Germany

Owen J. FLaNAGAN, James B. Duke Prof. of Philosophy, Psychology, and Neuroscience, Duke Univ., USA
MoHAMMED GHALY, Prof. of Islamic Law and Biomedical Ethics, Center for Islamic Legislation and Ethics, Doha, Qatar
Ursuta GoobenouaH, Prof. of Biology, Washington Univ., St. Louis, USA

Niets Henrik GReGERSEN, Prof. of Systematic Theology, Univ. of Copenhagen, Denmark

NipHAL Guessoum, Prof. of Physics and Astronomy, American University of Sharjah, United Arab Emirates
Peter HARRISON, Director, Centre for the History of European Discourses, University of Queensland, Australia
PP Herner, Prof. Emeritus of Systematic Theology, Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, USA

MicHaeL S. HoGuUE, Associate Prof. of Theology, Meadville Lombard Theological School, Chicago, USA

ANTIE JACKELEN, Archbishop of the Lutheran Church of Sweden, Uppsala, Sweden

SEUNG CHuL Kim, Systematic Theology, Nanzan University, Japan

MELVIN J. Konner, Samuel Candler Dobbs Prof. of Anthropology, Emory Univ., USA

L JianHu, Prof. of Philosophy and Ethics, School of Philosophy and Sociology, Beijing Normal University, China
Liu XiaoTING, Prof. of Sciences and Humanities, Beijing Normal University, China

Lu FeNg, Ethics and Practical Philosophy, Tsinghua Univ., China

ANDREW B. Newsers, Thomas Jefferson Univ. Hospital, Philadelphia, USA

ANN MiLLKEN PepersoN, Prof. of Religion, Augustana College, Sioux Falls, USA

GREGORY R. PeTERSON, Philosophy of Religion, South Dakota State Univ., USA

VaraDARAJA V. Raman, Prof. Emeritus of Physics and Humanities, Rochester Institute of Technology, USA
Howmes Rotston, Ill, Prof. of Philosophy, Colorado State Univ., USA

RogerT J. RusskLL, lan G. Barbour Prof. of Theology and Science, Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, USA
RoserT A. SeGaL, Sixth Century Chair in Religious Studies, Univ. of Aberdeen, UK

CHRISTOPHER SOUTHGATE, Senior Lecturer, Department of Theology, University of Exeter, UK

ANN Taves, Professor of Religious Studies, University of California at Santa Barbara, USA

Hava TirosH-SaMUELSON, Irving and Miriam Lowe Prof. of Modern Judaism, Arizona State Univ., USA

MaRry EVewN Tucker, Comparative Religion and Ecology, Yale Univ., USA

Ctaupia VANNEY, Prof. of Physics and Philosophy, Universidad Austral, Argentina

Frans DE WaaL, C. H. Candler Prof. of Psychology, Director Living Links Center, Emory Univ., USA

WesLey J. Witoman, Professor of Philosophy, Theology, and Ethics, Boston Univ., USA

Amos Yone, Director of Center of Missiological Research, Fuller Theological Seminary, USA



Ct11,
N

t of Perspective.  The word zygon means the yoking of two entities or processes that
must work together. It is related to zygofe—meaning the union of genetic heritage from sperm
and egg, a union that is vital in higher species for the continuation of advancement of life. The
journal Zygon provides a forum for exploring ways to unite what in modern times has been
disconnected—values from knowledge, goodness from truth, religion from science. Traditional
religions, which have transmitted wisdom about what is of essential value and ultimate meaning
as a guide for human living, were expressed in terms of the best understandings of their times
about human nature, society, and the world. Religious expression in our time, however, has not
drawn similarly on modern science, which has superseded the ancient forms of understanding.
As a result religions have lost credibility in the modern mind. Nevertheless some recent scientiégc
studies of human evolution and development have indicated how long-standing religions have
evolved well-winnowed wisdom, still essential for the best life. Zygons hypothesis is that when
long-evolved religious wisdom is yoked with significant recent scientific discoveries about the
world and human nature, there results credible expression of basic meaning, values, and moral
convictions that provides valid and effective guidance for enhancing human life. Zygon also
publishes manuscripts that are critical of this perspective, as long as such papers contribute to a
constructive reflection on scientific knowledge, human values, and existential meaning.
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